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against St. Paul's Chain . . . where he taught
the art of writing and arithmetick in an extra-
ordinary manner/ In 1661 (Cal. State Papers,
Dom. temp. Chas. II) a warrant was issued to
payi Edward Cocker, scrivener and engraver,
150Z. as a giffc.' His advertisements in i The
Newes/ September and October 1664, set
forth that he is starting at Michaelmas a
public school for writing and arithmetic, and
takes In boarders, near St. Paul7s. The
last leaf of his * London "Writing Master'
shows he was living in l Gutter Lane, near
Cheapside/ in 1665. Shortly after he was
settled at Northampton, as appears from a
letter of John Collins to Wallis in February
1666-7. Pepys mentions him several times
in 1664, describing him as ' very ingenious
and well read in all our English poets/ and
a pleasant companion. He had collected a
large library of rare manuscripts and printed
books on science in various languages. His
quaint poems and distichs show some poetical
ability; and if he was the author of' Cocker's
Arithmetick3 Ms fame is well deserved, for the
book is well written and suited to the wants
of Ms day. His sudden death at an early age
is sufficient to account for this and other works
being left for posthumous publication by Ms
friend John Hawkins, a probable successor
in a school originally founded by Cocker near
St. George's Church, Southwark. He died
in 1675. In Bagford's ' Collections' (Sari
MS.) there is a copy of a street ballad of
1675, ' Cocker's Farewell to Brandy/ with
these lines:

Here lyes one dead, by Brandy's mighty pepper,
Who the last quarter of the last flown hour,
As to his health and strength, was sound and "well.

Hatton in his i New View of London/ 1722,
writing of St. George's Church, Southwark,
says he ' learned from the sexton that the
famous Mr. Cocker was buried in the passage
at the west end near the school/ and John
Hawkins, whose school had been there, lies
close by. The largest and best of Cocker's
numerous portraits is in ' A Guide to Pen-
manship/ 1675.

Cocker's works, many of which went through
several editions,are: I. Calligraphic: 1. i The
Pen's ExperienceJ [before 1657]. Of tMs no
copy is known, but it is called Ms first work
in* Poems by S. H/ (in the ' Pen's Triumph7),
1658, and by H. Pinhorne in < The Eules of
Arithmetic/ 1660. 2. 'Art's Glory, or the
Penman's Treasury/ 1657. 3. 'The Pen's
Transeendencie, or Fair "Writings Store-
house/ 1657 (sometimes with the titlei Laby-
rinth for Store-house'). 4. < The Pen's Tri-
umph ,.. adorned with incomparable knots
and flourishes/ 1657, portrait, 1658 (some-

times quoted as ' Plumte Triumphus/ the
design of the first plate). 5. 'The Pen's
Gallantry/ 1657 (probably the original of
No, 16). 6. 'The Rules of Arithmetic
in Ornamental Writing/1660. 7. ' The Copy
Book of Fair Writing/ 1657 or 1660 ? (no
copy known). 8. i The Pen's Celerity/1660?
(unknown, except from advertisements).
9.  i The Penman's Recreation, by James Hod-
der, engraved by Edward Cocker' [16601.
10.  * Penna Yolans, or the Young Man's Ac-
complishment/ 1661.   11. ' A Guide to Pen-
manship/ 1664.   12. < Daniel's Copy Book
... all the hands of England, Netherlands
France, Spain, and Italy . , . ingraven by
Edw. Cocker, Philomath/ 1664.   13. < Tutor
to Writing and Arithmetick: Part i. Calli-
graphic/ 1664; f Part ii. Arithmetical/ is the
first work of the kind done by Cocker [16641
(see No. 24).   14. ' England's Penman., or
Cocker's New Copy Book' [1665].  15.l The
London Writing Master, or Schollar's Guide *
[1665].   16. ' Multiim in Parvo, or the Pen's
Gallantry' [1670] (see No. 5). 17. < Magnum
in Parvo, or the Pen's Perfection ... en-
graven on silver plates/ 1672.   No copies-
are known, of the following five works:
18. ' Youth's Directions to write without a
Teacher.' 19. ' The Young Lawyer's Writing-
Master.' 20. ' The Pen's Facility.' 21. < The
Country Schoolmaster.'   22. * Introduction
to Writing.'   23. (The Competent Writing
Master/ 23 pp. 8vo, published before 1675.
II. Arithmetical Works: 24 ' Cocker's
Tutor to Arithmetic/ &c. [1664] (the second
or letterpress part of the i Tutor to Writing
and Arithmetic/ No. 13). De Morgan, who
thought that the arithmetical books attri-
buted to Cocker were forged by Hawkins,
had not seen this book, which gives rules,
definitions, and examples. He says that the
iTutor to Writing and Arithmetick' was
only an engraved book of copies and arith-
metical examples. 25. c Cocker's Compleat
Arithmetician/ published before 1669. No
copy is known, but in Wing's ' Ephemeris
for Thirty Years/ London, 1669, is mentioned
1" Cocker's Compleat Arithmetician/' which
hath been nine years Ms study and practice;
the piece so long and so much expected/
26. * Cocker's Arithmetick, being a Plain and
Easy Method . . . composed by Edward
Cocker. . . . Perused and published by John
Hawkins, Writing Master.. .by the author's,
correct copy/1678. This contains an address
by John Collins, an early F.E.S. and mathe-
matician, certifying his acquaintance with
Cocker. The name Collins is spelt correctly
in the first editions, though De Morgan infers-
forgery from an error in the later editions.
HawEns says that the author had refused